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Background & Purpose

Given the widespread outbreak of corona disease and the restrictions
imposed on people’s lives, the present study aims to address one of the most
important and widely used areas of family law, namely demanding dowry;
The legislator has stated the necessary points in demanding dowry.
However, family law is more tied to the morality and public order of
society than any other area, and both in legislation and law enforcement
must be done in such a way that the interests of the family and each of its
members are best met.

It is clear that when a person's employment is overshadowed and forced
to stay home or quarantine, we should not comment like a person in usual
conditions about their rights and tasks. The science of law should go along
with the changes in society and its needs and act in such a way that the
order of society and well-being of citizens can be provided as much as
possible. This function in the social crisis where the legislature system
certainly can not change along with the daily conditions and react, is the
responsibility of legal doctrine and the judicial procedure.

In the meantime, the financial matters are more than any of the problems,
and it is basically the root of many other problems as well. The family is a
sacred and community-building institution in our legal system. It consists
of family members such as the couple and children in which each member
has been influenced in some way by the present crisis. In the meantime,
financial issues are perhaps the most visible problems, and it is basically
the root of many other issues.
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Due to the restrictions imposed by the government regarding the
closure or limitation of social activities, it has been difficult to fulfill some
obligations. The man's dept to pay the dowry is among the examples of
financial obligations. This article aims to adjust the existing laws on the
burden of proof of insolvency in dowry claims when the economic
situation is not favorable because of the covid-19 disease.

Method

The present research is an applied study and seeks to answer the question
of whether the current situation resulting from the outbreak of coronary
heart disease can change the burden of proof in the claims for dowry using
library sources and descriptive methods. In other words, can the current
situation be parallel to financial incapacity, and can resorting to this reason
relieve a married couple from the burden of proving their insolvency?

Results

A dowry is the amount of money that a man is obliged to give to awoman
on the occasion of marriage. The obligation related to dowry is due to the
rule of law and does not have a contractual root. For this reason, even
without an agreement, the dowry is constant. (Katouzian, 2011, a, p. 131).

The wife is free to demand the dowry from the husband, and whenever
the husband refuses to fulfill the obligation to pay the dowry, he can be
forced through the court. According to the Law on Execution of Financial
Sentences in 2015, if the judgment debtor is sentenced to give any kind of
money to the judgment creditor according to the court order, if the subject
is specific property, the court itself will take the property and give it to the
judgment debtor, and if the return of property is not possible or the subject
of the obligation is not a specific property, it is possible to seize the
property of the judgment debtor.

If no property is found and attachment is not possible, in that case, the
judgment creditor can request the imprisonment of the judgment debtor
(Articles 1 and 3 of the Law on Execution of Financial Sentences). In
contrast, the insolvent debtor can release him or herself from imprisonment
by proving his or her insolvency.

Regarding the question of who bears the burden of proving the
insolvency claim, the approach of Law on Execution of Financial
Sentences in 2015 has been innovative. According to this law, if the debtor
has obtained any property in exchange for debt, he is responsible for
proving insolvency. The same is true if the debtor's preceding status
indicates his solvency. However, suppose they prove that the property they
received was lost, or they did not receive any property at all, or their
preceding solvency is not proven. In that case, this is the promisee who
must prove the debtor's solvency and financial ability to demand
imprisonment.
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However, it should be considered that the approach of this law is based
on normal conditions, while in the current situation, corona disease has had
many economic consequences. As determined by the National Anti-
Corona Headquarters, the necessity of restricting economic activities has
consequently had significant effects on individuals' economic power. Now,
the main question is that in these circumstances, is the burden of proof the
same as before? Would a wealthy couple who have economic difficulties
in the current situation need not prove their insolvency? Does this situation
itself is a sign of insolvency?

Considering the connection of ethics with the field of family law
(Mirkhani, 1998, pp. 28, 29) and the nature of the debt related to the dowry,
which originates from a moral and legal basis more than the contractual
basis (Alimoradi, 2012, p. 122), it seems that considering judicial
indications based on the current economic situation to prove insolvency is
closer to justice. In other words, the judge in the current situation should
not act as usual and ask the couple for a reason to prove insolvency because
everyone is aware of the economic crisis and closure or at least the
hardships of businesses. For this reason, it is better to consider the current
situation as judicial indications. The current situation can lead to the
knowledge and confidence of the judge and create judicial indications.
(Salarzaei, 2018, p. 71). From the study of existing jurisprudential
principles such as hardship (Meshkini, 1999, p. 412) and especially with
reference to the moral principles of family law rules and the nature of
dowry, considering such a judicial indication seems acceptable.

Discussion and Conclusion

In recent years, humans have encountered a pandemic that has been
around for almost two years. The prevalence of corona disease has affected
various aspects of people's lives; From contracts to family law.

Therefore, what can help in the current crisis is a change in the burden of
proof in demanding dowry. In fact, by accepting the judicial indications of
economic incapacity in the Corona situation, we release the debtor from
the burden of proof of insolvency: in this situation, such a solution is
consistent with justice. Thus, the judiciary can pay more attention to the
realities of society using the leverage at its disposal and make decisions
with a flexibility that requires adaptation to the new conditions of society
so as not to violate the legal rules and make appropriate decisions in
accordance with current conditions and legal rules while respecting the
interests of society, especially the family, ethics, fairness, and justice.

Anyway, what is the subject of the present article is the effect of the
corona on changing the burden of proof of insolvency in dowry claims.
The central point is that paying attention to the corona crisis and its impact
on the current society's economic situation can be a judicial indication
favoring insolvent debtors. So, it seems that in the current situation in
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which all businesses are affected by the observance of health requirements
and the advice of the Corona Anti-Corruption Headquarters, such as
closures, if we remove the burden of proof from the debtor husband and
make the current situation a judicial indication suggesting the truth of what
she said about insolvency, it is closer to the right action. This judicial
indication can naturally be preferred to the presumption of the preceding
status of the husband.
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Background & Purpose

Marital satisfaction can be defined as the compatibility between a
person's expectations of married life and her experiences in life, or in other
words, the compatibility between the current situation and the expected
situation. the purpose of this study was to determine the relationship
between cognitive emotion regulation strategies and marital satisfaction
with the mediating role of emotional expression.

Method

The research method is descriptive-correlational. In this study, cognitive
strategies of emotion regulation and emotional expression were considered
as independent variables (predictors), and marital satisfaction was
considered as a dependent variable (criteria). The population consisted of
all married female teachers in Asadabad between 2018 to 2019. Three
hundred people were selected as the sample by convenience sampling
method, and 300 questionnaires were distributed. Finally, 282
questionnaires were received to analyze the data. Enrich Marital
Satisfaction (1989), Cognitive Emotion Regulation Strategies (Garnfsky et
al. , 2001), Emotional Expression (King and Emmons, 1990) were used for
data collection. This study used frequency, mean, standard deviation,
minimum and maximum score, and correlation coefficient to analyze the
data. Also, the Shapiro-Wilk test was used for examining the normality of
data. In the inferential statistics section, the structural equation modeling
(path analysis) and fit indices were used, which gave us accurate and pure
information by removing the relationship errors between the variables.
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Data analysis was performed using AMQOS software. Direct and indirect
effects have also been reported in this study.

Result

The results showed that on the one hand, a negative and significant
correlation between maladaptive strategies and marital satisfaction (r=-.17,
p<.05) and a positive and significant correlation between adaptive
strategies and marital satisfaction (r=.80, p<.05) and There was a
correlation between emotional expression and marital satisfaction (r=.67)
(p <.01). On the other hand, emotional expression plays a mediating role
in the relationship between cognitive emotion regulation strategies and
marital satisfaction. Also, the results showed that cognitive emotion
regulation strategies directly affect emotional expression and emotional
expression has a similar effect on marital satisfaction. Adaptive strategies
(r=.71, p<.05) and maladaptive strategies (r=-.46, p< .05) directly affect
emotional expression; Emotional expression (r=.68, p<.05) has a direct
effect on marital satisfaction, and Adaptive strategies (r=0. 41, p<. 05) and
maladaptive strategies (r=-.34, p<.05) directly affect marital satisfaction.

Table 1. Mean, standard deviation and correlation of research variables
Variable Mean SD 1 2 3 4
Uncompromi

sed Strategies
Compromised

54.13 17.03 1

. 46.48 17.74  -15* 1
Strategies
Emotional . N
Expression 4532 2115 28 72 1
Marital 106.12 36.84  -.16* 80%  67% 1

Satisfaction

Discussion and Conclusion

According to the findings of this study, there is a significant positive
relationship between adaptive cognitive emotion regulation strategies and
marital satisfaction in female teachers (r=0. 80). That is, female teachers
who are used to applying these strategies have higher marital satisfaction
than other female teachers who use these strategies less. On the other hand,
there is a significant negative relationship between maladaptive strategies
of female teachers' cognitive emotion regulation and marital satisfaction
(r=-0.17). This means that female teachers who are accustomed to using
these strategies have less marital satisfaction in their lives than other
female teachers who use these strategies less. Since the ability to regulate
emotion can determine a person’s relationship quality, those who are are
capable of regulating their emotions understand their own and others'
emotions better. As a result, they have more developed interpersonal and
intrapersonal skills (Lopez et al. , 2004). Individuals who have difficulty
regulating emotion are unable to regain their emotional state, less able to
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maintain their relationship. They feel they are stuck in negative
communication patterns with others, they feel out of control, so they have
low marital satisfaction. (Amato, 1996). This factor is a key and
determining factor in psychological well-being and effective individual
functioning that plays a crucial role in adapting to stressful life events. It
should be said that it affects the overall quality of life (Garnefski et al. ,
2002). The results also showed a positive and significant correlation
between positive expression and intimacy with marital satisfaction and a
negative and significant correlation between negative expression and
marital satisfaction in female teachers. This result suggested that by
increasing positive emotional expression and intimacy in female teachers,
their marital satisfaction increases. On the other hand, by increasing
negative emotional expression, their marital satisfaction decreases.
Emotionally efficient people recognize their feelings in the face of
disturbance, understand their implicit meaning, and express their
emotional states to others more effectively. Compared to those who lack
the skills and ability to express their emotions, they are more successful in
coping with negative experiences and show more adaptation to the
environment and others (Golelman, 1995; De Veld et al., 2012). Therefore,
the expression of emotions plays a significant role in happiness and the
continuation of married life. Furthermore, people with high emotional
expressions are more likely to effectively resolve problems and differences
through precise and subtle conversations, make situations better, and show
more empathy toward others. This factor increases their marital
satisfaction and reduces burnout (Kiani et al. , 2016). Finally, another
finding was the mediating effect of emotional expression on the
relationship between cognitive emotion regulation strategies and marital
satisfaction in female teachers. Although to our knowledge, no research
has been reported on the mediating role of emotional expression in the
relationship between cognitive emotion regulation strategies and marital
satisfaction, this finding is consistent with King and Emons (1997) study,
which showed that emotional expression as an essential mediating variable
plays an influential role in reducing stress and illness (cited by
Slavinskiene et al. , 2014). Adaptive strategies appear to make people
better understand their own and others' emotions and different situations
and use more effective interpersonal and intrapersonal skills, which lead to
decreased depression and anxiety symptoms, better interpersonal
relationships, and improved cognitive abilities. Consequently, this
prepares spouses to use positive emotional expressiveness, such as
expressing love and affection under challenging situations, cope with
negative events, and ultimately strengthen their marital satisfaction.
However, maladaptive strategies make a person feel out of control and
unable to regain their emotional state.
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Background & Purpose

Childbearing preferences are one of the most important decisions and

actions in life that must be conceptualized economically, socially and
culturally. Opportunities and motivations for childbearing in populations
and population subgroups vary from community to community, and all of
these lead to differences in the desired number of children in different
economic, social, and cultural contexts (Bachrach & Morgan, 2011).
Obviously, fertility preferences of individuals are influenced by various
determinants such as age, age and length of marriage, level of education,
place of residence, occupation, income and other factors and are not the
same for all age and educational groups, and these preferences are due to
Different are constantly changing over time (lacovo & Tavares, 2011).
Ideals, preferences, desirability, and goals of fertility are relatively soft
concepts (Quesnel-Vallee & Morgan, 2003) and form the main link in the
chain of childbearing decisions. They are often the key determinants of
decisions (Philipov & Bernardi, 2011) and reproductive behavior (Schoen
& et al, 1999). It is obvious that individuals' fertility tendencies are
influenced by different determinants, and these preferences are constantly
changing over time for various reasons (lacovou & Tavares, 2011).
Changes in preferences over time can be due to changes in family attitudes,
childbearing and the value of the child in society. Thus, very low fertility
does not continue in the long run without changes in family size
preferences (Testa & Grilli, 2006; Goldstein, Lutz & Testa, 2003).

Method

The present study is a secondary analysis and survey method. The
statistical population is people over 15 years old in urban and rural
households living in the provinces of the country in 2004 and 2015. The
unit of analysis is the individual. The sample size in the National Survey
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of Iranian Cultural Developments in 1383 is equal to 8608 people and in
the survey of Iranian values and attitudes in 1394 is equal to 14906 people.
Poisson regression was used for multivariate analysis of data and mean, t-
test and analysis of variance were used for bivariate analysis according to
the level of measurement of variables.

Results

Findings of multivariate analysis in 2004 and 2015 show that among
socio-economic variables, the level of education has the highest effect and
a significant difference on the desired number of children. The highest
differences in fertility preferences were between the illiterate and
elementary school students, respectively, compared to the university level.
In the effect of demographic variables on the desired number of fertility,
age and religion have a significant effect on the desired number of children.
Among the age groups, people over 50 have higher fertility preferences
than the other two groups. Religion has always had a great effect on the
desired number of children and there is a significant difference in the
desired number of children in 2004 and 2015 between the two groups of
Shiites and Sunnis. Sample distribution in terms of demographic and socio-
economic variables in the years 1394-1383 are shown in Table 1:

Table 1. Sample distribution in terms of demographic and socio-economic
variables in the years 1394-1383

Variable classes 2004 2015
Percent Percent

0 0.0 0.5

1 6.9 8.2

. 2 62.3 48.1

Ideal number of children 3 18.3 22 0

4 8.9 16.0

5+ 3.6 5.2

15 to 29 years 49.5 34.6

Age 30 to 49 years 36.5 41.6

Over 50 years 14.0 23.8

gender Female 50.1 50. 8

Male 49.9 49, 2

Unmarried due to death 1.6 1.6

Marital status Unmarried due to divorce 1.0 1.0

Married 63.2 68.9

religion Shiitg 90.3 90.1

Sunni 9.6 9.3

Employment status employed $5.0 34.7

Unemployed 65.0 65.3

Illiterate 15.9 8.0

Elementary 21.5 18.3

education level Secondary 27.6 20.5

Diploma 23.5 25.7

University 11.5 27.5
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Variable classes 2004 2015
Percent Percent

down 26.1 25.7

Socio-economic status Average 66. 9 69. 8

Top 7.0 4.5

Total 100 100

Discussion and Conclusion

Among the socio-economic variables in the present study, education is
the main factor in changing reproductive behaviors. The status of
reproductive preferences according to the level of education shows that in
both levels the tendency to have one child and two children has increased
with increasing education level, but the tendency to have three children and
more has decreased with increasing education. This indicates that
education actually plays an important role in fertility transfer. The
economic situation and childbearing preferences of the respondents
indicate that the average number of desirable children in all three levels of
the economic base is almost close to each other, which indicates the
convergence of childbearing preferences in different economic bases.
Considering the pattern of childbearing preferences in the two periods of
1383 and 1394 led to the understanding of the fact that fertility preferences
are changing and should be examined from different dimensions and
angles. Fertility preferences are a complex and multidimensional
phenomenon that is influenced by various individual, social, economic,
cultural and even political factors. Although the research findings show an
increase in the ideals of childbearing during the two periods of 1383 and
1394, but the realization of childbearing of families and couples requires
the implementation of policies and support programs that facilitate
childbearing.
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Background & Purpose

T he most significant aspect of globalization, according to Giddens, is
the globalization of communication, which is the root of the globalized
space's unification (Ameli, 2004). One of the tools that aided in the
globalization of culture is satellite television. These satellites are capable
of delivering live programs to hundreds of television channels throughout
the world at the same time. Due to the poor performance of national media
networks in Iran, many individuals welcome satellite shows to satisfy their
desire for variety in taste (Mollai & Amir, 2020). The variety of these
television shows at various times of the day has attracted a significant
female viewership (Mehrparvar, 2017). For a variety of reasons, rural girls
are largely absent from school. They spend much of their free time at home
and on home media such as television, satellite, and home tv shows,
influenced by globalization. They do not have as much to do with
agriculture and animal husbandry as they did in the past, and they spend
much of their free time at home watching media such as television,
satellite, and home T.V. shows (Aghajan Begloo et al., 2013). According
to what has been indicated, the research's primary question is: What is the
consumption pattern of satellite channel programs among girls in the
Miami rural district?

Numerous studies and researches have been conducted to date on the
effects of media and satellite programs, including Maleki (2021), Mollai
and Amir (2000), Mohammadi (2017), Mehrparvar (2017), llzaki
(2015),The majority of research has focused on the urban community,
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while the country's rural community, as a transitioning society, is
undergoing significant changes and alterations. Although several studies
used women as the unit of analysis, girls, particularly rural girls, have
gotten less attention.

Method

It is a descriptive-analytical study in terms of methodology and applied
in terms of purpose. The population consisted of villages with the highest
number of satellite receivers in Mashhad's Miami rural district. The unit of
analysis is rural girls who have a satellite device at home. Using Cochran's
formula, 160 rural girls were voluntarily selected to complete the research
instrument. The data collection instrument was a researcher-made
questionnaire on the Likert scale. The validity of the instrument was
evaluated by a panel of experts, and the content of the questionnaire was
verified in the pre-test stage. Cronbach's alpha coefficient for rural girls'
acceptance of satellite T.V. series, reasons for rural girls' acceptance of
satellite T.V. series, and strategies to reduce the negative effects of satellite
T.V. series were 0.94, 0.91, 0.81, respectively, which indicates the optimal
reliability of the research instrument.

Results

22.5 percent of females say they don't watch domestic television. They
watch satellite programs and series for an average of 6.3 hours every day.
Music and dance were the main priority (with an average of 3.38), and
dubbed serials were the second priority (with an average of 3.25) for rural
females when it came to watching satellite programs. The rural girls' level
of acceptance of satellite series (3.33 on the Likert scale) is higher than the
average (p <0.05). From the perspective of rural girls, GEM TV is the best
satellite channel, followed by PMC (p = 0.00). Exploratory factor analysis
showed that three factors account for 66% of the variance in rural girls'
acceptance of the following satellite series. The first factor, the
"attractiveness of satellite serials," with 49.03, is five times more important
than the next.

Table 1. The most important reasons for the rural girls' acceptance of
satellite TV series (n = 160)
Reasons for the rural girls'

acceptance of satellite TV series Correlation Factors
The actors' beauty and make-up 82
patterns '
Presenting modern and luxurious .
g life .82 The first factor: the
The actors' dressing styles 72 a;ggm’:g:ffegf

The attractiveness of the story .70
Interest in serial actors .67
Wide variety of satellite series .65

Censorship of domestic serials .78
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Unappealing story of domestic

: .69
serials
Incompatibility of domestic serials )
with the demands of age, as well as .65 I#:\fg;?(%i::%t: -
the desires and passion of youth. . ;
- domestic serials
The tragic nature of the story of 62
domestic serials '
Low variety of domestic series .58
Getting away from the problems
of living in the village and making 91
mc_)m_ents In Infe e’_‘Joyab"? Third factor: living
Restrictions on girls in the village A
o . > conditions in the
and the possibility of education via .76 .
. village
satellite
Lack of recreational opportunities 75

for rural females

Discussion and Conclusion

Girls, who experience various deprivations in rural locations, represent a
significant audience for satellite channels. The findings indicated that rural
girls primarily watch entertainment programs such as music and dance,
dubbed series, and cooking. Additionally, the best channels for girls were
PMC and GEM TV. The acceptance degree of rural girls for satellite series
is 3.3, which is greater than the theoretical mean. The primary reasons rural
girls embrace satellite serials are 1) their attractiveness. 2) the weakness of
domestic serials; and 3) the village's living conditions. Contrary to Amiri
et al. (2012), the current study does not take a negative view toward
technological advancements. Consistent with Maleki (2021), this study
believes that governments should recognize the right of citizens to pick
what they need to see and hear. The domestic media's seeming indifference
to the audience's preferences increases the popularity of foreign media, and
the government's controls and monitoring in this regard are ineffective. As
a result, media planners and programmers have a responsibility to expand
the diversity and attractiveness of domestic media programs while
attempting to better understand the media needs of rural girls.
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a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected
cell frequency is 8.6.
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Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization.
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Background & Purpose

It has been about three decades that work-life discourse attracted the
attention of scholars and researchers (Kavei et al. 2021)With more
presence of women in the workplace and involvement with occupational
activities, the role of gender in work-life interface discourse is gaining
more significance and the number of studies in this field is growing
exponentially. Therefore, this study seeks to conduct a systematic review
on the research undertakings in this field and also investigate its evolution.
To this end, the study processes, main views, research gaps and research
focuses are followed. By analyzing the relationships of data obtained from
research conducted in the related literature, research flows, intellectual,
conceptual and social structures of the subject can also be identified.

Method

This study applied bibliometric and visualization analysis. Bibliometric
methods use a quantitative approach to explain, evaluate and analyze
published research (Zupic and Cater 2015,Arora and Chakraborty 2021).
Accordingly, the specified keywords obtained from the literature were
searched in the WOS database as title, abstract, keywords, and then
bibliometric data were retrieved. Some inclusion and exclusion criteria
were set to reach the accurate data. Firstly, the output was limited to
research papers and secondly non English papers excluded from the
analysis. Ultimately all bibliometric data output were saved and entered
into the VOS viewer software to get visualized (Van Eck, 2016).

Received: 11 March 2022 Accepted: 30 July 2022


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2276-4453
https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0003-4534-3587
https://jwfs.alzahra.ac.ir/

Evolution of Gender’s role in Work-Life Discourse .... Ebrahimi & Esmailie Mahyari 104

Two analyses used in this study: Co citation and Keywords Co
occurrence. The former shows the intellectual structure and the latter
shows the conceptual structure of these researches (subramony et al 2021,
Zupic & Cater 2015).

Results

The findings show that in spite of some fluctuations during years,
the number of studies in this topic reached the highest point in 2020,
with 346 papers also the citations with 9670. The paper written by
Frone et al. (1992) is the highly cited paper with 1377 citations.
Among the most productive countries, United States is the first with
892 papers. Also, among the most productive institutions and
universities, University of London is ranked first with 55 scientific
publications. Moreover, Community Work Family is the leading
journal with 64 in terms of publishing related papers in this field.
Ultimately, Craig. L, is the most productive author with 13 published
papers. Then Co-citation analysis revealed four clusters constructing
the underlying thoughts of the current structure of this topic (Fig. 1).
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Fig 1. Co-citation analysis
As a result, the blue cluster (the first one), includes studies
considering gender as a differentiating variable regarding the of
work- life interface. Also indicating conflict between work and life
which is focused by Greenhaus & Beutell (1985). The second cluster
(the green one), encompasses studies which conceptualize the
balance in work-life interface and mostly have a positive look which
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is focused by (Carlson et al.2006) on this relationship also
considering the gender as an influential factor in each area. The
dominant theme over the studies in the third cluster (the red one), is
the studying of the conflict, empowerment and balance between
women’s work-life in various context, industries and jobs. The forth
cluster (the yellow one) is the smallest proportion of studies and
relatively newer than other clusters discussing concepts such as
gender ideology and also attitudes and beliefs about gender roles.
Keywords Co-occurrence analysis also conducted to enable
discovering the research streams and conceptual structure of this
field. Respectively, the most common and repetitive keywords
among authors were identified as: gender, work-life balance, work-
family conflict, work- family balance, job satisfaction, gender
equity, work and family, burnout, gender inequity and wellbeing
Discussion & Conclusion

The quantitative trend of the gender role in work-life interface
research indicates the continuous growth of these studies implying
increasing attention of scholars. The trend illustrates the evolution in
concepts from the negative side of conflict to positive side of
enrichment, balance and integration and ultimately ideological
concepts such as gender equity.
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Background & Purpose

| nvestigating family changes and extracting its indicators is an important
field in family studies. This can be examined from different perspectives,
including the study of evolved areas from a generational perspective.
According to Mannheim's definition, generations are formed around a
common theme and have a shared experience of the phenomena around
them (Mannheim, 2010: 452). A change or different interpretation of the
same subject will create a new generation, leading to a different
understanding. A study of this understanding separately and comparing
them in the next step can reveal the evolution of understandings in the field
of family and provides an objective image of it for family researchers.
Investigating family life from the perspective of different generations can
reveal the trajectory of differences and similarities in the formation,
maintenance, and dissolution. Based on its methodology (grounded
theory), this research seeks to discover the process of family life meaning-
finding from the perspective of a specific generation, which is called the
middle generation in this study.

Focusing on the experience of this group is because the experience of
each generation has its own characteristics in understanding family life and
requires focusing and discovering its dimensions. The examined
generation is the middle generation, which contains specific information
on how attitudes toward the family and its issues change. They are the last
people to have a stable family life with the farthest possibility of
separation. According to the above introduction, the present study aims to
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"study the process of forming and understanding the meaning of marriage
and family life from the perspective of the middle generation."”

Method

The present study is a qualitative study using a grounded theory
approach. With the possibility of both analyzing qualitative data and
theorizing, this method offers a more comprehensive approach than other
methods. Participants are all men and women in Tehran with a history of
more than 30 years of marriage. The emphasis on the 30 years of marriage
is because the generation in the intended meaning of this study is formed
during this period. Based on the logic of purposive sampling, first, an
exploratory study started with a sample of individuals, and after the
emergence of new categories and concepts, it extended for various
participants to cover emerging aspects. The number of participants until
the theoretical saturation was 21 people (10 men and 11 women) in the age
range of 58 to 74 years. Participants had multiple children in different
sexes. The education level ranged from without education to a master's
degree. They have experience of one to three marriages and separation,
with different occupations and over 30 years of marriage.

The data collection instrument was a semi-structured interview" The
study's main question was experience and understanding of people about
marriage, family life, and what provides the basis for this understanding.
Following this question, the conditions and factors that led them to such an
understanding were explored. The interviews were recorded (average time
45 to 60 minutes), and the memo technique (researcher's analytic notes)
was used (Strauss and Corbin, 2015, 120). According to Silverman's
recommendation on the agreement between the coders after the coding and
extracting the semantic units by the researcher, another researcher was
asked to encode the transcriptions. At this stage, the number of sub-
categories was reduced, and the number of abstract categories was
increased. This means that in the early stages of open coding, the number
of codes and primary concepts was over 150. After reviewing and
removing commonalities by other researchers, 27 general concepts were
obtained and presented in the paradigm model.

Results

The occurrence of fundamental changes in the way of entering,
managing content, and leaving the family institution indicates the
difference in the view of marriage and family between the present
generation and the middle generation. This study aimed to understand the
process of forming the meaning of marriage in the "middle generation"
who are on the border of their and their parents' experience of lasting
marriages and early, multiple arrivals and leaving with new reasons. The
results indicate the core category of "Safeness of tradition" and the two sub-
categories of "Sacred credential” and a "clear way of life". Given these
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categories and from the perspective of this generation, family life is a
transparent image, in which it is only necessary for a person to be in her
role position and to go through the path that already exists. In this path,
there is no need for individual creativity or being an active actor in
presenting a specific personal story, and individuals fulfill their obligations
to society and the next generation by following their ancestors' way of life.
This finding represents the establishment of middle-generation family life
based on a clear pre-existing picture, making it possible to compare the
semantic changes of family life from the new generation's perspective (in
future studies).

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings indicate that living in the age in which the middle
generation lived occurred in the light of safeness of tradition: in the security
of something sacred and a clear way. In this way of life, marriage is a
natural and possible thing (Azazi, 2001: 145) and does not require a
decision. To demonstrate his being an adult, a person needs to enter the
family and become an adult by fulfilling her duty towards the institution of
religion and society. The public image of the tradition as passed down from
previous generations is a roadmap that has gone through a period of trial
and error and can adequately meet society's goals and needs. This strategic
map, which does not leave a question unanswered and occupies
individuals' minds as much as possible (Giddens & Pierson, 1998: 128), is
so important that any violation or risk of distorting it is confronted by a
reaction from the collective conscience. Living in the atmosphere of
tradition condemns everything that seeks to disrupt the balance and
removed it with neglect or punishment (Segalan, 2001). A person who
refuses to marry or is unable to perform family duties (marital or
childbearing issues) will be rejected from this institution and will be
replaced by another person (Segalan, 2009). In this way, human beings'
living space and mental breath remained less changed, and people
continued to live in a pre-existing history and passed it on to the next
generation as unchanged as possible. The above-mentioned image of living
in tradition resulted from the importance of structure vs. actor and (Fatehi
and Ikhlasi, 2012: 118; Abdi, 2014: 33). People in the context of tradition
considered themselves the only agent of this situation. People In this
unquestioned situation were more concerned about performing tasks
correctly than thinking. They also ignored "themselves” in the circle of
family affiliation in favor of preserving family identity (Abdi, 2014: 33).
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