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Background and purpose

This study aimed to evaluate the effect of divorce on women's
victimization in Tabriz. This was an applied descriptive survey study.

Method

The sample size consisted of 170 people who were randomly selected
by Cochran's formula, and data were collected using a 19 items researcher-
made questionnaire, which assesses the three individual, economic and
social effects of divorce on the victimization of divorced women in the city
of Tabriz. Its face and content validity was approved by 12 experts in the
field of divorce based on the Lawshe model. Some additional data was
collected by taking notes and using the library method. Therefore, the data
collection is based on the library and field method. Given the normal
distribution of data and univariate nature of the study, a one-sample
parametric t-test was used to analyze the data using SPSS software.

Results

According to the T-test and a significance level of less than .05, all
results are significant and showed that the individual, economic and social
effects of divorce on women's victimization in Tabriz are positive and
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significant. The results showed that divorce and its individual, social and
economic criminological consequences directly affected women's
victimization. In other words, there is a positive relationship between
women's levels of victimization divorce rates. In explaining the findings of
this study, it can be said that the economic and social status of divorced
women and the importance that society places on them, and the existing
attitudes towards these women are among the influential factors in their
victimization rate.

Conclusion

In a religious and traditional city like Tabriz, divorced women are
highly degraded in terms of social status. People's negative preconceptions
toward them, poor economic situation, and being excluded by family and
friends are among the negative consequences of divorce that lead to
women's victimization. The majority of divorced women face irreversible
and traumatic anxiety and stress. They see themselves as rejected, and
people are always suspicious of them. The indecent culture of the society
reinforces this negative attitude in dealing with divorce, especially
divorced women. This is where potential criminals see them as a good
target for their crimes as they know that these women do not have social
support, and even society and the criminal justice system may blame them
after being victimized. That is why they refuse to report their victimization,
and the divorced women's reaction to the crime-to conceal their
victimization- is in favor of the criminals and motivates them towards
divorced women as the target of the desired crime. This situation is
exacerbated when divorced women are rejected by their families and do
not have criminal and social protection and increase their victimization
rate. Therefore, to prevent victimization, more attention should be paid to
the divorced women who primarily have been harmed by society and its
people so that the raising of their children does not face any problems. Of
course, in addition to judicial and financial protections, it is essential that
these protections, especially for sexual victimization, include
psychological support by establishing specialized centers to recover
victimized divorced women.
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1. Cochran's Formula
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Background & Purpose

Divorce is one of the most important issues that disrupt life and its
growing trend causes increasing single-parent families (Van Gassi and
Mortelmans, 2020). In hidden divorce, couples live together because of
necessity and compulsion, which is also called silent divorce or emotional
divorce (Parvin, Davoodi, and Mohamadi, 2011). One of the factors that
can always affect couples' relationships is their personality traits. One of
the newest theories related to personality traits is the three dark personality
traits of narcissism, Machiavellianism, and psychopathy, each of them can
lead to destructive behaviors in marital relationships (Koladich and
Atkinson, 2016). Uysal (2016) showed that dark personality traits are
inversely and significantly related to sexual and marital intimacy.

On the other hand, one of the most important areas of marital
adjustment is sexual adjustment; sexual self-esteem is also one of the
determinants of this type. Sexual self-esteem represents a person's
emotional response to the evaluation of his or her sexual thoughts, feelings,
and behaviors (Beth, Julien, Anthony, and Michael, 2010). Ebrahimkhani
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et al. (2019) concluded that sexual factors such as sexual awareness and
sexual self-esteem have a significant relationship with marital satisfaction.
To confirm the relationship between personality and self-esteem to
influence marital relationships; Sedikides et al. (2004) represented that
narcissists have much higher egocentrism traits (eg, ambition, self-
confidence) than compassionate traits (e.g., consideration) in their
romantic life. Considering the high prevalence of emotional divorce among
couples and the consequences of this problem against the family
foundation, the purpose of this present study was to conduct a causal model
of emotional divorce among women based on dark personality traits
through sexual self-esteem meditation.

Method

The present research was a descriptive correlational study. The
statistical population of the present study consisted of all married women
in Ardabil who lived in this city in the autumn of 2019, 150 women were
selected by randomized cluster sampling method.

Gottman Emotional Divorce Scale: This test contains 24 items that
were developed by Gottman (2002). Each item is scored using a 2-point
scale: yes (1) or no (0). Mousavi and Rahiminezhad (2015) reported the
total reliability of this test equal to 0.93 using the Cronbach alpha. And
also, in the present study, the reliability of this test was obtained 0.71 using
Cronbach alpha.

12-item scale for three dark traits of personality: This scale was
made by Johnson and Webster (2010) and includes 12 items that measure
the three dark traits of Machiavellianism, psychopathy, and narcissism, and
its reliability is determined by Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.81
(Basharpoor and Shafie, 2015). In this study, its reliability was obtained at
0.86 using Cronbach alpha analysis.

Zeanah and Schwarz Sexual Self-Esteem Questionnaire: This
guestionnaire was developed by Zeanah and Schwarz (1996) and includes
81 items. Cronbach's alpha of the attractiveness, control, adaptability,
moral judgment, and skill and experience subscales were reported to be
0.94, 0.88, 0.85, 0.85, and 0.93 respectively. In the present study, its
reliability was obtained 0.95 using Cronbach alpha.
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Results

A total of 150 subjects with a mean age of 33.15 + 4.87 participated in
this study that the direct and indirect effects of dark personality traits on
emotional divorce were investigated by direct equation modeling through
sexual self-esteem meditation.

Table 1.
Results related to the direct effects of variables
Variables Path_ . T Standard Significant
coefficient  test error
Machiavellianism-Sexual g 4g 532 0074  Significant
self-esteem
l(;/_lachlavell|an|sm_>emot|onal 0.35 342 0.096 Significant
ivorce
narcissism-, Sexual self-— 5 62 715 0052 Significant
esteem
gf’“c'ss'sm* emotional 0.56 6.26  0.064 Significant
ivorce
psychopathy. Sexual self- 4 g -6.08 0.069 Significant
esteem : ' '
psychopathy., emotional 0.43 475 0079 Significant
divorce ’ ) )
Sexual self esteem., 0.42 466 0081  Significant

emotional divorce

As can be seen, the results of Table 1 show that the direct effect of
Machiavellianism, psychopathy, and narcissism on sexual self-esteem is
inverse and significant. Also, the effect of three dark traits of
Machiavellianism, psychopathy, and narcissism on emotional divorce is
positive and significant, and as well as the direct effect of sexual self-
esteem variable on emotional divorce is inverse and significant.

Table 2.
Analysis results of indirect effect for dark personality traits on emotional divorce
T- Standard Test
Research Hypothesis path VAF
sobel - result
coefficient
Machlavelllan_lsme&_axual self- 407 0.20 0.365 Confirmed
esteems emotional divorce
narcissismsSexual self-esteems .
emotional divorce 5.33 0.26 0.317 Confirmed
psychopathy- Sexual self- 447 023 0.345 Confirmed

esteems emotional divorce
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According to the number of indirect t-statistics (T-sub) between the
variables of dark personality traits and emotional divorce which is out of
range (1.96 & -1.96); therefore, the hypothesis of the indirect effect of dark
personality traits through sexual self-esteem mediation is accepted on
emotional divorce.

Conclusion

The results of this study indicated that sexual self-esteem can mediate
the relationship between emotional divorce and dark personality traits.
These results suggest that dark personality traits with a negative effect on
sexual self-esteem can affect emotional divorce. People with dark
personality traits have fragile and vulnerable self-esteem, and also others
with high levels of dark traits try to hide their self-esteem better in
appearance, but this low real self-esteem makes them feel less safe and
have less faith in their survival in a marital relationship, and these factors
can lead their lives to emotional divorce and cold relationships.
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Background & Purpose

Emotional abuse involves behaviors that hurt the other person and
ultimately destroy a person's sense of worth and personality (Wolford-
Clevenger, Grigorian, Brem, Florimbio, EImquist & Stuart, 2017). In this
regard, one of the variables related to emotional harassment is the co-
dependency (Knudson & Terrell, 2012). Co-dependency has mental,
emotional, and spiritual dimensions that include learned behaviors,
feelings, and beliefs, and result from over-focusing on the needs and
behaviors of others. This dependence leads to ignoring one's needs and
losing identity. (Bacon, McKay, Reynolds & Mclintyre, 2020).

On the other hand, one of the variables related to the concepts of co-
dependency and emotional abuse and can affect the type of relationship is
self-differentiation (Chang, 2018) that is the ability to maintain one's
"individuality" while being emotionally and intellectually relationship with
family (Kerr and Bowen, 1988; cited in Meteyard, Andersen & Marx,
2012).

Research background suggests that self-differentiation is theoretically
related to emotional abuse and co-dependency, but its moderating role on
the two concepts is a research vacuum. Therefore, the present study seeks
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to investigate the mediating role of self-differentiation in the relationship
between co-dependency and emotional abuse.

Method

The present study was a descriptive correlational study. The statistical
population includes all married female students at Shahid Beheshti
University of Tehran in the year 1997-98. 250 married female students
were selected by non-random sampling method.

Emotional abuse scale: This questionnaire was developed by Brahimi
(2008). This tool measures the four factors of verbal abuse-criticism,
neglect - withdrawal, domination and social restrictions, which has 80
questions.

Holyoake codependency index: This questionnaire was developed by
Dear and Robert (2000) and has 13 questions and three subscales of self-
sacrifice, external focus, and reactivity.

Differentiation of self-questionnaire: This questionnaire was developed by
Skowron (2000), which has 46 questions and includes 4 subscales of
emotional reactivity, I-position, emotional control, and fusion.

Results

Analysis of the results showed that the indirect coefficients of
codependency components (excluding the reactivity component) were
significant on all components of emotional abuse (mediated by self-

differentiation). These findings are shown in Table 1:

Table 1.

Indirect coefficients of codependency components
Predictor variables

Mediator Criterion e

; : Statistic Self- External e
variable variables sacrifice  focus Reactivity

Coefficitent 0.3 -0.46 0.09

Xgrbal Error -0.04 -0/05 -0/05

use t 8.13 9.39 1.82

Coefficitent 0.3 0.47 0.09

Iheglect- . Error 2004  -005  -0.05

Self- t 8.15 9.41 1.82

differentiation — Coefficient 0.3 0.47 0.09

Domination Error -0.04 -0.05 -0.05

t 8.16 9.43 1.82

Social Coefficient 0.28 0.44 0.09

restrictions Error -0.04 -0.05 -0.05

t 8.01 9.2 1.81

Also, the coefficients of total effects of all components of
codependency (excluding the reactivity component) on all components of
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emotional abuse (mediated by self-differentiation) are significant. These
findings are shown in Table 2:

Table 2.

Total effects of codependency components
Predictor variables

Criterion - Self- Extern .. Self-
variables  S@USUC  enfi  al 'I[?eactlw differentiat
ff ce focus y ion
Coeffici
Mediator Sﬁ‘lgérenti o 034 -054 0.1
variable ation Error -0.04 -0.05 -0.06
t - 855 -10.05 -1.82
Coeffici
Verbal o 0.3 0.46  0.09 -0.86
Abuse Error -0.04 -0.05 -0.05 -0.03
t 813 939 18 -26.21
Neglect- SO€MCl 03 047 009  -086
Withda  Eror 004 005 -005  -0.03
Criteri t 815 941  1.82 -26.81
erion Coeffici
Dominati e 0.3 047  0.09 -0.87
on Error -0.04 -0.05 -0.05 -0.03
t 816 943  1.82 -27.18
social SOl 028 044 109 -0.83
[f;s”'c“o Error 004 -005 -005  -0.04
t 801 92 1.81 22.8
Conclusion

The results showed that there is a negative and significant relationship
between all components of codependency and self-differentiation. One of
the components of codependency is self-ignorance, in which a person
devotes himself completely to others, even if he knows that the relationship
may be harmful to him. This is contrary to the theory of self-differentiation,
because one of the main dimensions of self-differentiation is the ability to
distinguish between one's emotions and thoughts in relation to others. In
such a way that the person maintains "l position" while communicating
with his surroundings and communicates effectively with others while
respecting himself. Data analysis showed a positive and significant
relationship between all components of codependency with emotional
abuse. It can be said that People in a state of codependency have less
expression in different situations due to not paying attention to themselves.
Because of these characteristics, they adhere to relationships that do not
respect their rights. These people are abused during these relationships in
various physical, sexual or psychological dimensions, and due to their
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dependence on this relationship and lack of sufficient social skills, they are
not able to end the relationship and are more exposed to emotional
violence. The results also showed a two-way and inverse relationship
between self-differentiation and components of emotional abuse.
Differentiated individuals are able to distinguish between thoughts and
feelings as well as between intimacy and independence. Because of this
ability, these people behave maturely in different situations and if they
engage in a relationship that may be emotionally abusive, they will defend
themselves and not feel obligated to maintain that relationship. They
defend themselves and do not consider themselves obliged to maintain this
relationship. Finally, the results showed that the mediating role of self-
differentiation was significant in the relationship between all components
of codependency with all components of emotional abuse except the
component of reactivity. Differentiated individuals, because of their ability
to deal with things rationally and focus on their abilities and rights, can
deal rationally in situations that may be emotionally abusing (such as
married life). In fact, increasing the degree of self-differentiation from the
negative effects of correlation neutralizes and reduces the vulnerability of
the components of emotional abuse. According to the findings, family
counselors and couple therapists can reduce their emotional abuse by
increasing women's differentiation, changing women's attachment to
responsibility, and mature behaviors.
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Background & Purpose

Street harassment as an example of discrimination and violence

against women is seen in many cities of Iran. According to Gardner (1995),
street harassment includes verbal and non-verbal behaviors with a sexual
nature (such as insults, taunting, shouting, molesting, staring, etc.) that are
usually perpetrated by strangers in public or semi-public places against
women and cannot be predicted based on age, ethnicity or social class.
Taunting, vagrancy, and indecent acts in public, and the like are
manifestations of street harassment (Jahani and Dolatabad, 2013). Sexual
harassment may be more prevalent in countries with more traditional
gender role stereotypes.

As a society with deep roots of tradition and gender ideology, Iran is no
exception (Lahsaei and Yousefinejad, 2011).

According to the definitions of street harassment, women in public
places primarily experience most of this type of harassment, and
considering the requirements of modern life and the greater presence of
women in society, it is natural for them to face this issue more. Although
there are no precise official statistics on the extent of street harassment
faced by women, the lack of such statistics does not indicate its absence,
as various researches confirm a high level of this issue (Sahabi et al., 2009;
Mohseni, 2009; Heidari Chroudeh, 010). Therefore, the present research
seeks to study the contexts, causes, perceptions, and consequences of street
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harassment from the perspective of those involved using an interpretive
approach.

Method

This research seeks to shed light on female students' experiences of
street harassment and hidden layers of this social problem and uses a
grounded theory approach. The interviewees were selected through the
purposive sampling method, and a semi-structured interview was
employed with them. Data were collected by the researcher's participation
in the site and interviewing with 18 people who had experienced street
harassment. The age range of the interviewees was 18 to 35 years. In
addition, We have also tried to apply maximum variety in the sample by
including different disciplines and levels of education (Bachelor, MA, and
Ph.D.) so that each groups' perspectives are included in the coding and
classification process, and the subject is examined from different
dimensions. Collecting field data continued until theoretical saturation was
achieved. Data analysis was performed using theoretical coding based on
three stages of open, axial, and selective coding.

Results

Analysis of the data revealed that three conditions create this
phenomenon: contextual conditions, causal conditions, and intervening
conditions. These conditions refer to the objective and mental aspects of
individuals. Characteristics of a patriarchal society were identified as the
contextual conditions for street harassment. These conditions were
identified in four core categories: patriarchal ideology, social learning in
the vicious cycle of socialization, the inefficiency of the legal system, and
gender discrimination.

Causal conditions of street harassment also include some of the
behaviors perpetrated by women, such as failure to adhere to dressing rules
and make-up (inappropriate clothing, excessive make-up, not adhering to
society's dressing patterns, etc.) and violating taboos (rivalry with the
harasser, flirting, Giving glad eye).

Intervening conditions do not directly cause women and girls to be
harassed but affect the speed and extent of harassment. These conditions
can be manifested in the form of the Situational factors of harassment.
Situational factor is a representation of the temporal and spatial conditions
and reactions of those around us. Being with others and asking them for
help if necessary can help individuals create a sense of calmness.

The analysis of the interviews revealed two core categories: (1)
Traumatic (negative) experiences and (2) Desensitization. Finally, a core
category-"from traumatic emotional experiences to desensitization'- was
obtained by combining the two categories. The girls' experience of street
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harassment can be explained on a continuum; In other words, these
experiences are traumatic for some people and accompanied by a bitter and
negative experience, and is insignificant and ordinary for others.

One of the important issues in harassment is the reaction of women to
it. Interviews with participants revealed that they usually remain more
silent in the face of harassment for fear of embarrassment and the re-
experiencing harassment or give implicit answers to the harasser that can
have negative effects on their self-esteem and self-confidence. In such
situations, women use different strategies that can be categorized into
passive, active, and demonstrative strategies.

Finally, the consequences of street harassment have led to
discrimination and patriarchal gender structures; In other words, the effects
of this harassment restrict women at home, deprive them of many legal
rights and their initiatives and opportunity for creativity and activism in the
public arena. In general, the consequences of street harassment can be
investigated in terms of individual, family, and social dimensions and
preventive actions.

Conclusion

Although harassment and violence against women have a historical
dimension, paying attention to it as a social issue is a new subject. This
issue (street harassment) is viewed as a barrier to women for asserting their
individual and social rights. The study of contextual variables indicates the
prevalence and extensiveness of this phenomenon in society since many
women and girls of different ages and various occupations and educations
are coping with this problem. Because of its prevalence, most people do
not consider mild harassment as street harassment and hide it by
indifference denial. But social studies show that street harassment, despite
its oversimplification, has different effects, including loss of personal
security, reduced social participation of women, and loss of security in
families. This pervasive problem negatively affects the socialization
process in the long run and can cause social indifference toward street
harassment. In other words, the inferior view of women, the patriarchy
ideology, gender sociability, and lack of legal protections as the context of
this social problem have exacerbated harassment.

This study indicates that girls show their experience of street
harassment in the form of traumatic experiences and desensitization.
According to the results, most girls have lost their sensitivity to violence
and street harassment due to the prevalence and extensiveness of street
harassment.

The present study is a part of a master's thesis in sociology, which was
conducted under the supervision of supervisors and advisors (the first and
the second authors) in 2019 at Yasouj University.
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Background and purpose

One of the most critical issues in domestic crime is spousal murder, in

which a man or woman kills his or her spouse. In addition to family effects,
spousal murder has negative consequences for society. In this situation, it
is not only men and women who are harmed, but also with the collapse of
the family, children will also be victims and will face many problems. Not
only the couple's relationship will be harmed, but also, with the collapse of
the family, children will be victimized and face many problems. It is
impossible to determine the most crucial factor for spousal murder because
several factors are involved in this event. The wife's continued
dissatisfaction and helplessness in getting out of it are mentioned as the
main factors, in such a way that wife has decided to remove her husband
physically. The increase in family homicides, especially spousal murder,
is a sign of an important social issue in recent years. In this regard, although
no accurate statistics are available, the increase in family homicides has
been enough to be considered a social problem. Although the despicable
phenomenon of spousal murder is affected by various psychological,
economic, and socio-cultural factors, in this study, we aimed to analyze
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women prisoners' narrative of social and cultural causes of abetting in the
premeditated murder of their husband.

Method

This is an applied study in terms of purpose and considered qualitative
in terms of methodology. This study used a narrative analysis of 13
Imprisoned women in the penitentiary of Shahr-e-Rey who were accused
of abetting the murder of their husband and illicit relationship in 2018. An
unstructured interview was implemented in which Imprisoned women
were asked to tell the story of what happened in a narrative way and explain
everything they see as the cause, consequence, their feelings about the
subject, and their experience in that event. The interview proceeded in such
a way that nothing from the researcher's preconceptions was instilled in the
participants, and they tell the story from their point of view.

Thus, the structure of the interview was designed based on the family
atmosphere of the participants before marriage, the method of mate
selection, the woman's relationship with her husband and their problems,
the reason for the murder, the way they got involved with their extramarital
partner, and the kind of relationship between them. The interviews lasted
an average of forty-five minutes to an hour, and interviews ended when the
researcher ensured that the participants have provided duplicate codes and
have nothing new to say. In this research, a narrative analysis technique
was used to analyze the data. To collect demographic data such as age,
educational status, etc., we used the personality file of the defendants,
which includes individual and social characteristics.

Results

Results indicated that the average age of the interviewees was 38, with
the youngest 30 years old and the oldest 52 years old. Ten Women were
housewives, and three were employed. Eleven participants were Iranian,
and two of these were Afghan citizens. All the women were married
legally, and none of them had a criminal record. In other words, their first
criminal record was the murder of their husbands. The victims were killed
with cold weapons or strangled, and no firearms were used in the murders.
Most of these murders were committed at home, and they had already
prepared the murder weapon and informed the killer when their husbands
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were at home. In most cases, the bodies were taken out of the house after
the murder and left or burned around Tehran.

The spousal murder by these women has taken place in a cultural and
social context, meaning that a set of factors accumulated that have led to
the event. The most critical factors are women's sexual dissatisfaction,
domestic violence, women's preoccupation with divorce, marriage type,
and husband addiction.

Discussion and conclusion

In this study, we analyzed narratives of 13 women who engaged in an
extramarital relationship and abetted in the premeditated murder of their
husband. Women' Sexual dissatisfaction was one of the leading causes of
the premeditated murder of a hushand, which originates from factors such
as the husband's neglect of the wife's sexual needs, husband extramarital
relationship with other women, and sexual deviations in a husband.
Husband's addiction is one factor that, directly and indirectly, contributed
to wife's sexual dissatisfaction and domestic violence. Women's
preoccupation with divorce, age difference between spouses, forced
marriage, and domestic violence are other factors affecting the
premeditated murder of her husband. Our results are consistent with 1zi
(2015), Vahida et al. (2015), Ghazinejad and Abbasian (2011),
Aghabakhshi (2009), Javidi and Tarzi (2008), Moazami (2004), Ashouri
and Moazami (2002), and Aldridge and Browne (2003). Izi (2015) found
that contextual factors such as age, education, place of residence, and
marrying at a young age by girls are important and consistent with our
results that indicate the imprisoned women have a significant age
difference from their murdered husbands. According to Ghazinejad and
Abbasian (2011), psychological and social pressures on women, such as
beatings and humiliation by their husbands, weak social support networks,
are influential factors and are consistent with our results that indicate the
lack of family support for women and domestic violence as important
variables. Research shows that marriage at a young age by wife and the
low economic status of the victims' family of origins (Aghabakhshi, 2009),
lack of interest in the husband, lack of commitment, the moral degeneration
of the husband (Javidi & Tarzi 2008), Infidelity or illicit relationship by a
husband (Moazami, 2004), marriage at a young age, a forced and unwanted
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marriage, restrictive laws regarding divorce applications for women
(Ashouri and Moazami, 2002), and drug and alcohol use are salient factors
in committing spousal murder by women. Previous research confirms our
results that indicate forced marriage, spouse' indifference to each other,
wife sexual dissatisfaction, and Husband sexual perversion, an extramarital
sexual relationship of a murdered husband, the taboo of divorce and wife
preoccupation with divorce, and direct or indirect effects of drugs have all
contributed to spousal murderer by women.
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Background & Purpose

A family is one of the most important institutions of society shaping

individuals’ personalities. Family satisfaction and quality are among the
factors influencing the flourishing, growth, and development of family
members (Car, 2012, cited in Chavoshi et al., 2019). The family is a system
that includes spousal, parental, and sibling subsystems. The spousal
subsystem is considered the most fundamental subsystem of the family
which its continuation leads to the stability of the family. Marital quality
affects the spousal subsystem's efficacy, strength, and durability
(Goldenberg & Goldenberg, 2012). Fowers & Owenz (2010) define marital
quality based on spouses' feelings as the reflection of general subjective
judgments and the spouses' assessment of their relationship. It is essential
to conduct studies on issues in the family area, especially marital quality,
while cultural contexts of the society are taken into account. The present
study sought to examine the issue of marital quality in the context of
Iranian society. The family and marriage should not be regarded as a
macro-sociocultural phenomenon far from looking at the experience of the
main actors of the family, the husband and wife, and not be considered an
entirely micro and interpersonal phenomenon without considering the
cultural contexts of the society. Hence, the present research attempted to
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conduct in-depth interviews with couples reporting a high degree of marital
quality in their marital life and to investigate the approaches and strategies
adopted by these couples to increase the quality of their marital life in the
existing social context. Therefore, the current study addressed the two
main questions:

1- How did the couple (as the main actors of the family) describe the
societal and cultural context of marriage and family?

2- What strategies and approaches did couples adopt for or against this
cultural context to improve their marital quality?

Method

The present study was qualitative, and the Straussian grounded theory
method was used to analyze and interpret the collected data to understand
the marital quality. In this study, 20 couples (40 males and females) in
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province were selected through purposive
sampling. The sample size was chosen according to the concept of
saturation or redundancy (Guba & Lincoln, 1985). The inclusion criteria
for couples were as follows: (a) having the maximum satisfaction of
marital life, (b) being married between 1-15 years, (¢) having the age range
of 25-45 years, (d) reading and signing the informed consent form, (e) not
having family-marital problems (through testing marital conflicts), and (f)
not using psycho-neurological drugs. Semi-structured interviews were
used to collect data. Participants were interviewed from October 2018 to
June 2019, and each participant was assured of the confidentiality of the
interview and observance of ethics. The average interview time was
between 40 to 60 minutes. All interviews were recorded entirely and then
transcribed. Data analysis was also performed according to the grounded
theory based on data immersion, classification, constant comparative
methods, and coding. The analysis of the data was done in accordance with
the two main research questions (1) the couples’ description of the existing
cultural context and conditions and (2) The strategies adopted by them in
the existing cultural context.
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Figure 1.
The conceptual model of the study

1. “Acceptance” and “Change” strategy in the context of a
culture of shame and gender-role stereotypes.
According to the interviewees, some aspects of couple's cultural

backgrounds, such as living in a shame-based culture, experiencing
restricted emotional intimacy between spouses, and between parents and
children in most families, resulted in the lack of proper transmission of
emotional skills that the partners believed were required for high marital
quality. Despite these problematic areas, couples replaced emotional
disillusionment with sensual-emotional satisfaction by adopting two
strategies of “change” and “acceptance”.

2. Commitment and role-equilibrium strategy under in the
shadow of traditional gender-role stereotypes
Couples believed that some of the underlying conditions, such as

traditional gender-role stereotypes emphasizing gender segregation, could
challenge the sense of satisfaction with marital life. One could not
distinguish precisely a couple’s roles in a family because, according to
couples, one of the influential factors in marital satisfaction was the
couple's commitment to fulfilling their responsibilities without dividing
them based on gender.

3. Behavioral moderation strategy under the conditions of
extreme beliefs (excessive intimacy) and negligent beliefs
(excessive independence) in communicating with the family of
origin

According to the interviewees, the dysfunction of the educational
process on the quantity and quality of relationships between couples and
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their families was one of the factors affecting the quality of marital life.
Couples adopted some ways in order to avoid harming their relationships
with others. These included being confidential and not discussing marital
life issues with others, even for parents. In addition, partners tried not to
interfere in the affairs of others and also tried not to let others interfere in
their marital life affairs.

4. Realism strategy under the conditions of “valuing others’
judgments.”
In line with the interviewees, one of the problematic cultural

foundations in Iranian society is keeping up with the joneses, comparing,
and “valuing others’ judgments” in life. one of the important factors in a
couple’s life was avoiding idealizing thinking and satisfying desires based
on reasonable and accessible expectations.

5. “Treasuring the spouse strategy in the absence of a culture of
collective thinking and in the lack of trusting in consulting with
the spouse

Some of the problematic cultural contexts led to the formation of one-

sided decision-making in marital life. Some of these contexts include not
institutionalizing the culture of collaboration and collective thinking.
According to couples, altruism should replace selfishness and self-
superiority in a couples’ relationship; And the couples’ relationship should
be such that one of the partners does not feel disillusioned or worthless,
and the partners don't see each other as rivals whose main concern is to win
over the other.

Discussion

Iranian families, specifically couples, have sought to reproduce the
concepts of modernity and tradition according to their living conditions.
Therefore, the practical implication of this study is paying more attention
to the micro-level variables, namely the “husband and wife,” as the main
actors of the family to increase “marital quality” and institutionalize and
establish a marital and family program. The current research has some
limitations. One is cautious in generalizing the results of any qualitative
research. It is recommended to perform such studies in different
generations separately and across states and cities so that the marital
quality in different cultures, customs and people of other areas, as well as
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a common typology of marital quality can be found. It is recommended
that the research results be implemented in structural equation modeling
and experimental intervention for couples so that the results can be tested
quantitatively.
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Background & Purpose

The coronavirus is still unknown to the world and has hidden

dimensions and consequences that need to be addressed by survey and case
study research. There are no studies on women's insecurity in the corona
pandemic, or its results have not been published yet. Because of the broad
consequences of this disease for different groups, especially women, in
different parts of the country, and challenges and problems that deserve
attention and reflection, there is a need for research in this area. For this
reason, we choose one of the regions in the country (Neyriz city in Fars
province) to respond to the following questions:

1) What are the underlying reasons for women's Corona-related feelings
of insecurity?; 2) What strategies do women use to deal with this feeling
of insecurity?; 3) what are the consequences of women's Corona-related
feelings of insecurity?; And 4) What are the dimensions of women's
experience of insecurity?

Review of Literature

This study is more inspired by the theories of security analysts by the
Copenhagen School, and undoubtedly, the most influential experts who
addressed this variable are Barry Buzan and Ole Waver. Buzan defines the
starting point of security as subjective and based on the actors' decisions.
He argued that security is known in the community because actors can refer
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to it and view some events as threats. Simply put, the levels of security or
insecurity depend on individuals' perceptions and their security-related
appraisals. Barry Buzan once quotes John Locke in saying that the primary
purpose of human beings in giving authority to the government is to
preserve their property. Property here means life, survival, freedom,
political and intellectual security, and financial security.

Method

Current research is an applied study in terms of purpose. The
methodology used in this research is qualitative with the grounded theory
approach, which aims to explore the semantic implications of insecurity
feelings in women during the Corona pandemic. In the present study, in-
depth interviews were used to collect data. After transcribing the
interviews, the data were analyzed using three open, axial, and selective
coding steps. We conducted interviews in summer 2020 in the city of
Neyriz, Fars province. All participants signed the informed consent form.
Each interview lasts approximately an hour and is carried out in public
places such as offices, shopping centers, parks, and streets. The sample size
consisted of 26 women in Neyriz selected among the statistical population.

Results

Causal conditions

Causal conditions refer to events that lead to a feeling of insecurity in
women. In this article, the causal conditions of women's insecurity can be
considered as gender role socialization (women's restrictions, learned fear).

Context

Contextual conditions are a specific set of conditions that accumulate
at a particular time and place to set the stage for forming a phenomenon.
(Strauss and Corbin, 2012, 154). In other words, the contextual conditions
provide the context for women to feel insecure. In the present study, these
conditions are the lack of institutional policy-making (poverty) and social
anxiety and panic (media advertising, cyberspace).
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Interfering conditions

Interfering conditions are those that alleviate, aggravate, or modify
causal conditions. Thus, being controlled (psychological insecurity, lack of
freedom) can be mentioned as an Interfering condition that intensifies the
feelings of insecurity in the women in our study.

Strategies

Strauss and Corbin stated that the goal of the strategies in grounded
theory is to manage, deal with, and show sensitivity to the phenomenon.
The present study suggested dual strategies. These strategies include
helplessness or despair (accepting the situation, tolerance), women's
vulnerability (social exclusion, economic inequality).

consequences

The actions and reactions that take place to deal with the phenomenon
will have consequences. In the present study, the conditions that create a
sense of insecurity in the Corona pandemic will lead to four consequences,
which are:

Psychological burnout (depression, distress), social isolation (social
insecurity, internal insecurity), internalization of fear (feeling of death),
distrust (pessimism).

Conclusion

Security is one of the basic human needs, which is most important after
physiological needs. Security has a relative nature, which means that it
varies depending on the individuals' lifeworld and lived experience. The
feeling of security is a very complex and multidimensional concept that
ignoring it will have adverse consequences, and its absence causes fear and
panic, mistrust and distress in society. People in the community should feel
physically and mentally peace in the Corona pandemics in the country.
Still, in the meantime, the women's feeling of total security is fundamental
due to their crucial educational role in the family and society.

According to Barry Buzan and Ole Waever, who proposed that the
starting point of security is subjective and based on the actors' decisions,
women, based on their interpretation of Corona pandemics, view the
situation as a significant threat and catastrophe to their individual and
social life. They see their financial, psychological, and social security at
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risk, which these dimensions are clearly seen in the present study. Women's
feelings of insecurity in the Corona pandemic were divided into four
dimensions: feelings of insecurity (survival, financial, psychological, and
social), and the results suggest that women have experienced feelings of
insecurity in various areas.
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Background & Purpose

|n the past four decades, there has been a change in the global trend

regarding marriage, which reflects an increase in the proportion of single
people or those who have postponed their marriage. Many factors are
effective in increasing the age of marriage and preventing marriage, and
this increase is viewed as negative. This issue is becoming a social issue
in llam society in several ways. On the one hand, the cultural
characteristics of llam province tend to be traditional in terms of
interpersonal relationships and gender preference. On the other hand,
according to marriage status indexes, it seems that there is a significant
change in the marital status in Illam province compared to the whole
country. According to the statements and propositions above, the present
study investigated the typology of unmarried girls in llam. The main
question of the research is what are the reasons for girls to not marrying in
a society with a traditional context such as Ilam. In addition, it describes
and interprets issues such as the contributing factors and consequences of
such a situation in unmarried girls.
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Method

In this research, the qualitative method and typological technique are
used. Adopting the qualitative method in this study is because it is
necessary to consider the context and cultural necessities within that
context to understand some social issues. The target population in the
current study is unmarried girls in llam. Purposive and snowball sampling
were used. The sample size consisted of 16 girls that are determined based
on data. In the present study, the continuous matching of the received data
based on their similarities, differences, and semantic consistency has been
done in a process including extraction of primary codes, secondary codes,
concepts, and categories. Data saturation in the present study was based on
the fact that after the interviewing and the beginning of the coding and
analysis process, the researcher asked new questions based on the
respondents' answers, and this process continued until the question. This
process continued until no further questions and aspects were found on the
subject. This research has used in-depth interviews to collect research data.
All steps of the data analysis have been done using the coding technique.,
the opinions of experts in the field of qualitative method and researchers
related to the subject have been used to validate the study. They approved
the coding process.

The results show that eight types can be extracted in interpreting the
situation of unmarried girls in Ilam, which are as follow:

1- "Confused single girls" who are interested in the requirements of
modern culture and at the same time they feel mentally and
internally committed to the traditional ideas and beliefs within the
context of llam society.

2- "Disappointed single girls" who have been frustrated by the
experience of love failure and have sought alternatives to this
emotional emptiness and frustration through academic education or
pertinacity, rejection of the suitor, and unwillingness to marry.

3- "Postponing marriage until the fulfillment of goals" by entering the
middle class and financially supporting the family and separating
from their class. Postponing marriage was more important for this
group than being married.

4- "Exchange oriented single girls" who have caused challenges and
remain single due to the criterion of economic capital issues.
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5- "Independent single girls" whose singlehood is due to the fear of
losing independence, being restricted and dominated by men, and
their desire for variety-seeking.

6- "Stigmatized" are girls whose family or themselves have been
labeled (due to a history of illness, etc.) in various ways, and their
marriage opportunities have been reduced.

7- "Girls caught in a closed window of attitude." They are caught up in
cultural attitudes that, in various ways, hinder or limit their choices
of marriage in Ilam society. These girls are usually passive in
deciding to get married.

8- "Perfectionist single girls" who have prominent physical
characteristics and well-groomed, dignified, and well-mannered
men are most important to these girls.

Conclusion

There are types that at first glance are influenced by academic
experience and at second glance are influenced by literacy or illiteracy.
However, the impact of these two categories was influenced by the
economic context. In other words, almost all girls in the study sample did
not have high family economic capital. That is, in a situation where there
is a low income, the issue of having and achieving education, employment,
and in other words, girls' economic independence has played a critical role.
These have had significant implications for Ilam girls, and that implies the
Giddens' concept of "reflexivity. The greatest variety of types among girls
belonged to those with academic education, which was effective in
increasing their cultural capital. So here, we can see the impact of academic
experience and economic independence of girls as one of the influential
factors of modernity on reflexivity in gender identity. He witnessed a
rethinking of gender identity. Of course, it is necessary to mention that
education is usually easier for these girls to access. On the other hand, only
one type can be seen among girls with low education levels-the girls who
have a traditional lifestyle. For these girls, it is not reflexivity of identity
that has delayed their marriage; instead, following a customary order plays
an important role, such as the marriage of an older daughter or the poverty
of the family.
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In general, it is suggested that cultural changes and economic conditions
as the two main reasons for the singlehood of llamian girls. Regarding
cultural changes, it can be said that in recent years, when urbanization and
academic experience have increased among girls, and there has been a
change in girls' attitudes. In other words, they have accepted the new
cultural conditions that have brought them a kind of confusion, autonomy,
power, choice, paradigm shifts, idealism, and the freedom of choice to live
single. Of course, in this situation, we can't ignore the economic situation,
which has played an essential role in both traditional and semi-traditional
girls. These two factors have some implication in Ilam context, which has
been a society with a nomadic and traditional history.

In short, it can be said that some changes in the attitudes of Ilamian girls
have been in line with the changes in Iranian and international society. For
some girls, such as "girls caught in a closed window of attitude™ who are
losing their opportunity to get married, government and family
practitioners need to bring the issue of unmarried girls to the forefront of
their policy-making, using Interventions that can speed up the marriage
process of such girls or alleviate their problems.
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