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The social genealogy and manipulation of body among Iranian
women

Mahdi Ganji'  Amir Masoud Amir Mazaheri’ Mahdi Labibi’

Abstract

The present study considers the social genealogy of body among Iranian
women. In this regard, efforts have been made with an emphasis on
genealogical methods of Foucault. New developments in the field of
manipulating the body and the appearance of the layout from past to present,
highlights the need for such a study. In the field of culture, a search of
historical sources, as well as in new research, we see footprints of signs and
symbols in which, the human being, from ancient times until present, has
created for him/herself ways to convey meaning and exchange messages with
different practices and mechanisms, through his/her body. This analysis
shows that the bodies of women, have historically been influenced by
discourses and powers in the context of social, cultural, political and religious
contexts, and have been read and manipulated in this regard. There are
changes in the realm of meanings and symbols of the body. In this study, we
have tried to explore the manipulation of the body in three different historical
periods (Imperial, Constitutional, Modernity), and in this regard, the focus is
on the discovery of the body discourses, power analysis, strength analysis and
accident analysis in Foucault's methodology. The results show that women's
bodies in the discourse of the imperial and in the modern era, is interpreted
around the central slab of discipline and change. This is while, in religious
discourse, the body, under the affection of religion, has been moved toward
twin thoughts and pluralism; and during the reform era, it has moved more to
the side of consumerism, individuality, and tends towards plastic surgery.

Key words: moral consumption, discourse, beauty, sacred, manipulation
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